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Survey of new cycle lanes / modifications at traffi c  islands 

North Deeside Road 
 
 
Introduction  
Following recent work by Aberdeen City Council a survey was undertaken of 
the new cycle lanes installed between Bieldside and Peterculter.  From 
discussions with ACC staff it is understood that at the time of writing further 
work is planned, this document summarises the situation as of 10th April 2008. 
 
The road was travelled in both directions both as a cyclist and as a car driver. 
 
The work is such that currently no junction design is alike, this leads to 
confusion and an increased risk of a cyclist / vehicle collision.  Non 
conformances (as seen by a cyclists) are listed in the report as 1a, 1b etc. 
 
1 LOCATION : Traffic Island Near Waterwheel PH / Mu rtle Bus Stop  
(Reinstatement of existing lane burned off in 2007) 
 
Westbound 

 



 
 
Red Tarmac has been laid through the traffic island, however on entry to the 
red lane cycle lane meets the red at 90 degrees, it does not  
 

1a – “Curve” out to the edge of the red - as with o ther lanes 
1b – Carry on along the edge of the red tarmac.  

 
When approaching as a driver the lack of a white line around the edge of the 
red makes the reduction in road width indicated by the red tarmac much less 
visible 

1c - Beyond the red tarmac the lane burned off in 2 007 has not 
been reinstated 

 
Eastbound 

 
 
Red tarmac has been laid, however: 
 

1d - The lane burned off in 2007 has not been reins tated up to the 
edge of the red tarmac 
1e – It does not “curve” into the outer edge of the  red tarmac 
1f – it does not continue along the outer edge of t he tarmac 
1g – the lane beyond the red tarmac has virtually d isappeared 
either through burning off or through wear, this is  the same for 
much of the next section of lane towards Cults  

 



 
 
 
2 LOCATION : Murtle den Road bus stop  
(Start of new lanes) 
 
Westbound  
 

 
 
2a - The end markings of the old lane have not been  removed. 
 
Examination of the photograph above clearly shows the difference between 
the existing worn lines and the new ones. 
 
3 LOCATION: Tor na Dee Junction (2x islands) nr jun ction Binghill Rd  
Westbound 

 



 
3a – The lanes stop approx 30m from the islands 
3b – No red tarmac has been laid  
 
Eastbound (no photograph) 
 
3c – The lanes stop approx 30m from the islands 
3d – No red tarmac has been laid  
 
 
 
4 LOCATION : Contlaw Brae bus stop  
 

 
 
Eastbound 
 
4a – The lane along the edge of the tarmac stops ha lf way along it – why 
can it not continue the full length of the red? 
 
Westbound 
  
 

 
 



4b – The lane along the edge of the tarmac stops ha lf way along it – why 
can it not continue the full length of the red? 
 
4c – The lane veers off to the left into the red ar ea – this is probably  
caused by a vehicle driving on wet paint however wh en travelling 
eastwards as a driver it  gives the visual effect o f the driving space 
getting wider and encourages “pinching” of cyclists  
 
 
5 LOCATION : Contlaw Road Bus stop  
 

 
Eastbound 
 
5a – The lane along the edge of the tarmac stops ha lf way along it – why 
can it not continue the full length of the red? 
 
Westbound 
 
5b – The lane along the edge of the tarmac stops ha lf way along it – why 
can it not continue the full length of the red? 
 



6 LOCATION : Junction N. Deeside Road and B979  

 
Westbound 
 
6a - The road is marked as “red” but  no red tarmac  fitted through the 
junction.   
 
7 LOCATION : Entry to Peterculter (near Albnyn Scho ol fields) 
Westbound 

 
 
7a - The lane curves to the correct width but no re d tarmac has been 
fitted through the junction 
 
Eastbound (No photograph) 
7b – The red tarmac has been fitted, but the lanes does not continue 
along the edge of the red tarmac (road is marked as  “red”) 
 
7c – the red tarmac does not connect to the white l ine  



 
8 LOCATION : Peterculter near Zebra crossing  
(end of new cycle lanes) 
 
Westbound 

 
 
8a - Approaching the zebra crossing over a distance  of approx 15 
meters the lane reduces in width from 1.3 m to appr ox 1m for no 
apparent reason 
 
 
 


